DIVORCE LEGISLATION                      323

pendent of the vagaries of courts and judges, and perhaps,
most of all, of juries in such matters, it has been found that
the numbers of divorces bear no particular relation to the
number of causes. In fact, many clergymen argue that to
have only one cause, adultery, is the worst law of all, as it
drives the parties to commit this sin when otherwise they
might attain the desired divorce by simple desertion. More-
over, the difference in condition, education, religion, race, and
climate is so great throughout the Union that it is unwise,
as well as impossible, to get all of our forty-eight States to
take the same view on this subject, the Spanish Catholic as
the Maine free-thinker, the settler in wild and lonely re-
gions as the inhabitant of the old New England town over-
populated by spinsters. It was, therefore, the opinion of
the State Commissioners that the matter of causes was best
determined by States, according to their local conditions,
and that it would be unwise to attempt, even by amendment
to the Constitution, to enforce a national uniformity. All
the abuses, substantially, in divorce matters come from pro-
cedure, from the carelessness of judges and juries, or, most
of all, by laws permitting divorce without proper term of
residence, without proper notice to the other side, or by
collusion, without proper defence, or for no reason but the
obvious intention of contracting other marriages. The recom-
mendations of the Commissioners on Uniformity will, there-
fore, be found summarized below,1 and there is beginning to

* AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A LAW UNIFORM WITH THE LAW OF
OTHER STATES RELATIVE TO MIGRATORY DIVORCE

Section 1. No divorce shall be granted for any cause arising- prior to the
residence of the complainant or defendant in this State, which was not ground
for divorce in the State where the cause arose.

Sec. 2. The word "divorce" in this act shall be deemed to mean divorce
from the bond of marriage.

Sec. 3. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby re-
pealed.

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A LAW UNIFORM WITH THE LAWS OF
OTHER STATES RELATIVE TO DIVORCE PROCEDURE AND
DIVORCE FROM THE BONDS OF MARRIAGE

Section 1. No person shall be entitled to a divorce for any cause arising
in this State who has not had actual residence in this State for at least one